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The Managers’ bit 

Christmas Orders 

We are taking orders for your turkeys, meat and all 
other items as follows: 

Turkey/Meat Orders by:  Fri 7th December 

Fruit/Veg Orders by:  Thurs 13th December 

Bread Orders by:  Thurs 13th December 

Milk/Cream Orders by:  Fri 14th December 

Christmas Opening Times  

Sat 22nd December  6.30am – 5.00pm 

Sun 23rd December 6.30am – 1.00pm 

(turkey collection day) 

Mon 24th December 6.30am – 1.00pm 

Tues 25th December CLOSED 

Wed 26th December CLOSED 

Thurs 27th December 6.30am – 7.00pm 

Fri 28th December 6.30am – 7.00pm 

Sat 29th December 6.30am – 5.00pm 

Sun 30th December 6.30am – 11.00am 

Mon 31st December 6.30am – 4.00pm 

Tues 1st January 2019 CLOSED 

There will be no newspapers on Christmas Day, Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day. 

Christmas Open Evening  

Once again, we will be hosting our famous Christmas 
Shopping evening. This year it will be on Tuesday 4th 
December from 6pm – 8pm. 

There will be lots of yummy nibbles and live festive music 
from Roger Clements on accordion and Michael Bosanquet 
on guitar/banjo. 

Tom Sheldon will be here with his friends to serve up his 
fantastic mulled wine. 

The shop will have a wide range of goodies for your 
Christmas table to purchase on the night. Our beautiful  
2019 calendar will be on sale. 

We look forward to seeing you - bring your friends and 
neighbours - for a couple of hours of festive community 
spirit with Julie, Sue, Nikki and the team. 

Every year seems to go by so quickly and this year 
especially, the lovely summer we had makes the time from 
now until Xmas very short!  

But.., Christmas will be here before we know it and the shop 
is beavering away making sure we have plenty in the shop 
to tempt you and help you in all your Christmas 
preparations. 

All the usual suspects will be on offer: delicious trout, sliced, 
oak-smoked or pate to start with, local turkeys from Hale 
and Boldre for the main event, then a fab cheeseboard, 
mince pies, Xmas cake, and local chocolates to finish you off 
with. 

You will, of course, need some liquid refreshment to wash it 
all down with and Ron, as always, has come up with some 
perfect choices of wine for you at great prices.  

Other festive ‘must-haves’ will be here to include a great 
range of Xmas cards, wrapping, crackers, gifts to include our 
famous Woodgreen Calendar, potted bulbs, foodie gifts, 
chutneys, nibbles, and, yes, plenty of sprouts as we are 
reliably informed these are a definite ‘must-have’. 

So there you have it, all you need to do now is call in and 
see us over the festive period. A warm welcome awaits you 
all! We would like to thank all of you for your continued 
loyal support, all our staff and their partners, and all our 
volunteers for their continued hard work and dedication to 
the shop.  

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. 

Julie and Sue 



  

Posting Advice 
Make sure your items are packaged securely. We sell an 
extensive range of packaging materials in the shop including 
brown paper, parcel tape, padded envelopes, bubble wrap, 
posting bags and posting boxes.  

Always write the recipient’s address clearly. If you are unsure of 
the postcode for your item, look it up at 
www.royalmail.com/postcodes-finder or ask us to do it for you. 
Write the sender’s name and address on the item too. 

Remember, if a card or letter for the UK is larger than 240mm x 
165mm x 5mm, you need to pay the ‘Large Letter’ price. We 
recommend that you get cards for international services 
weighed to ensure the right postage is applied. 

The regulations to identify items that are prohibited from 
posting, known as ‘Dangerous Goods’, have been with us for 
some time now and you should be familiar with us asking you 
about the contents of your parcel. Many everyday items 
including perfumes, nail varnish and aerosols come under these 
regulations. It is important to know the contents of any 
packages you are posting, particularly if you are posting on 
behalf of someone else. We have leaflets in the shop that 
explain the detail or you can visit 
www.royalmail.com/prohibitedgoods for more information. 

Local Collect 
Some of you may be unaware of Royal Mail’s fabulous service 
known as “Local Collect”. This is a great way of having your 
online shopping delivered to us for you to collect at a 
convenient time. Just look out for Local Collect as a delivery 
option when you shop online. This is a free service and to find 
out more about it visit www.royalmail.com/chooselocalcollect. 

Post Office News 

Christmas preparations seem to have begun everywhere we 
turn and that’s no different here at the Post Office. We love 
this year’s Christmas stamps which feature post boxes on 
every one. We have thousands in stock ready to sell to you! 

 

This year we are open on Christmas Eve until 1pm, then closed 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day for a well-earned rest, and back 
open again on Thursday 27th December. Likewise, on New 
Year’s Eve, we will close at 1pm and re-open on Wednesday 
2nd January 2019. 

Can I remind customers of the Post Office operating hours so 
you don’t get caught out and miss us? Our times are different 
to the shop opening times:  

Mon – Fri  9.00am – 1.00pm; 2.00pm - 5:30pm 
Sat 9.00am – 1.00pm (last collection at 10.30am;  

no ParcelForce collection on Saturdays). 

Last Recommended Posting Dates 
International Standard (formerly Airmail) & all International 
Tracking and Signature services: 

4th Tues Africa, Middle East 
7th Fri Asia, Far East, Cyprus, Malta, Eastern Europe 

(except Poland Czech Republic & Slovakia) 
8th Sat Caribbean, Central & South America 
10th Mon Australia, New Zealand, Greece, Turkey 
14th Fri Canada, USA, Czech Republic, Italy, Poland 
15th Sat Finland, Sweden 
17th Mon Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, 

Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, 
Switzerland 

18th Tues France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Ireland 

UK: 

18th Tues 2nd Class, 2nd Class Signed For 
20th Thurs 1st Class, 1st Class Signed For,  

Parcelforce Express 48 
21st Fri Parcelforce Express 24 
22nd Sat ** Special Delivery Guaranteed  

** This is your very last chance to ensure your item arrives at 
its destination in time for the big day. 

Cut-off Times 
To avoid disappointment, our cut-off times for accepting post 
for Royal Mail is 4.00pm (10.30am on Saturdays) and for 
Parcelforce is much earlier at 2:30pm (no Parcelforce 
collection on Saturdays).  

So if your items need to leave Woodgreen and start their 
journey that day, you need to be with us ahead of these cut-
off times to allow for queuing and processing. 

Lovely New Staff 

 

We are delighted to welcome into the fold two new recruits, Ella 
(left) and Devora (right). They have both been with us for some time 
now and are well settled into their role and our routines and are 
doing a great job. Thank you for the lovely warm welcome you have 
given them. 

I think you will find that we are therefore in a strong position 
heading towards Christmas to deliver the best possible Post Office 
services right here in Woodgreen. 

 



 

Introducing Our Festive Wines 

Mâcon–Villages Réserve Personnelle 

A lovely white Burgundy for less than a tenner.  

RSP £11.99 - our price only £9.99. 

It was the overall winner at our recent tasting event. Enjoy 

with grilled or baked fish or Mediterranean vegetable dishes. 

Nieto Malbec (Tasting event runner-up) 

An elegant Argentinian Malbec.  

RSP £10.49. Our price £8.99.  

A treat with game or pasta dishes. 

Sileni Cellar Selection Sauvignon Blanc   

Pure, ripe and smooth from Marlborough, New Zealand.   

Great value at £9.99. A great aperitif or seafood wine. 

Domaine Les Roches Bleues Côte de Brouilly  

A classic Cru Beaujolais made from 50-year-old vines.  

RSP £11.99. Our price £9.99.  

Enjoy with grilled meats and local cheeses. 

But let’s not forget a wine we have been stocking for a few 

years and still one of my favourites for taste and value, the 

Rare Vineyards Pinot Noir at £8.79. You just can’t go wrong 

in pairing this with turkey or chicken. 

Ron 

PS  Look out for special offers at our Christmas Shopping 

Evening on Tuesday 4
th

 December (6-8pm)! 

Post Office News/continued 

 Pressie Ideas 
Once again, we can offer you a range of delightful Christmas 
designs on our amazing Gift Cards. These make the most 
fantastic presents. You simply choose a design and how much 
you wish to load onto the card and we do the rest. The recipient 
of the gift card can then choose from over 100 different stores 
including M&S, Primark, Debenhams, Boots, John Lewis & 
TKMaxx, to name a few, to go to on a spending spree. They can 
spend some of your gift in one store and then some more of it in 
another. So much choice! Gift Cards really do offer something 
for everyone and are proving increasingly popular for present 
buying solutions.  

For a fantastic stocking filler or to pop inside a card, how about a 
National Lottery Scratchcard or two, or a lucky dip on one of the 
National Lottery games, or how about trying the Health Lottery? 

Don’t forget you can get your spending money for Christmas 
shopping and the festive season with our free cash withdrawal 
service for many debit cards. You can also pay cash and cheques 
into your bank account (check with us if your bank is one that 
we can do this for). 

Changes Ahead with Lotto 
National Lottery is introducing some changes from the  
18th November. In the main Lotto game, new, bigger, fixed cash 
prizes are to replace the raffle. So: 

5 numbers & bonus ball will win £1,000,000 (currently approx 
£50,000) 
5 numbers will win £1,750 (currently approx £1,000) 
4 numbers will win £140 (currently approx £100) 
3 numbers will win £30 (currently fixed at £25) 
2 numbers gets a free lucky dip (no change) 

These prizes are fixed and therefore guaranteed. Six main 
numbers will still win the jackpot. 

Talking of jackpots – they will be won more often as Lotto will 
only be able to rollover a maximum of five times and then the 
jackpot must be won on the 5th Rollover. If no one matches all 
six numbers in a ‘Must be won’ week, the Jackpot will be shared 
by all the cash winners, i.e. each winning prize tier will be 
allocated a percentage of the jackpot. 

It’s still £2 to play and players will still pick six numbers between 
1 and 59. 

It all sounds rather exciting to me! There will be new playslips 
and Player’s Guides (we will help you through the transition). 
The first of the new draws will be on 21st November with a 
Christmas Superdraw on 22nd December. Remember: “You gotta 
be in it to win it!” And our shop benefits from every ticket sale! 

Letters to Santa 
For the little ones or any not so little ones who wish to post their 
letters to Santa – they should be stamped and addressed as 
follows: 

Santa 
Santa’s Grotto 
Reindeerland 
XM4 5HQ 

Do include your name, address and postcode on your letter so 
Santa can reply and so he knows exactly where you live for the 
busiest night of his year. He needs to receive them by 7th 
December, so get writing and posting……and keep being good. 

Festive Wishes 
Such a lot to take in, such a busy time of year for everyone! 
May I take this opportunity to thank all our loyal customers and 
our new ones this year for your continued use and support of 
the Post Office. We endeavour to give the best service we can 
and that together with our excellent car parking and our 
fabulous shop surely makes us the only go-to destination for all 
your posting needs this Christmas. 

I know we will see many, many of you in the weeks leading up 
to the big event. Please bear with us if we have a queue and are 
unable to chat for as long as we would otherwise. We will be 
working as hard as possible to get everyone served and keep 
jolly….Ho Ho Ho!!! 

So it just remains for me to wish you all a very happy and 
peaceful festive time from all of us: Claudia, Ella, Devora and 
myself. 

Nikki 
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Every year, about February time, we gather together and 
wonder what theme we can adopt to make the following 
year’s Woodgreen calendar special. It gets more and more 
difficult coming up with something new every year! 

For the 2019 calendar, we decided to highlight our collective 
good fortune in the number and beauty of our local 
footpaths. Each month, the calendar features a walk of 
between 1.5 and 5 miles. There are over 50 photographs 
showing some of the sights you may see along the way. 

We’ve been on all the walks ourselves, sometimes on 
several occasions. David suffered wet feet so often he 
almost succumbed to 'trench foot' until he saw sense and 
bought some new, leak-free, boots. Bill has camped at some 
of the key photographic locations waiting for the right light, 
heather colour, or donkey orientation! We’ve also dragged 
friends and family out there to walk repeatedly across the 
scenes for some scale and additional photographic interest. 

Of course, there’s not a lot of space on a calendar for maps 
and walking directions, and you can’t really take it out on a 
walk with you! So, the calendar is supported by its own 

A Fistful of Websites 

The shop has a website and Facebook page - but I’m sure you 
already knew that. However, you might not know that the shop 
hosts an ever-increasing family of useful and informative websites: 

walks.woodgreenshop.org 
A website to accompany the 2019 calendar, listing details of its  
12 local walks (see above). 

history.woodgreenshop.org 
Our 2017 calendar showcased local history. It could only show a 
tiny amount of the photos and information we amassed so we’ve 
now put everything online. Do you have any photos or stories to 
add to our archive? And if you have a question, send it along and 
we’ll post it on the website and see if anyone can answer it. 

welcomepack.woodgreenshop.org 
Essential information for anyone moving into the area: nurseries, 
schools, clubs, events, planning. If you have new neighbours, make 
sure they know about this. Printed copies are also available in the 
shop. 

Steve 

And just as well, you 
might very well add!  

In what has become a 
much sought-after 
ticket, the annual pre-
Christmas tasting, well 
the second one anyway, 
was enjoyed by a Village 
Hall bursting with 
bonhomie, decibels and 
bodies. Such is the well-
earned reputation of our 
tastings, the tickets flew 
off the shelf, selling in 
record time.  

Our much-rehearsed 
duo, Carole and Ron, led 
the expectant throng 

website (see below) 
with full route 
directions and 
detailed maps 
including links to 
Google Maps so you 
can navigate directly 
from your phone!  

Let us know how you 
get on. And, if you 
take any photos, or 
have any other route 
suggestions, please 
send them along and 
we’ll put them on the 
‘walks’ website. 

Steve, Bill and David 

through the evening’s programme of tasty delights and tipples. 
After a welcoming glass of Prosecco, the hampers of local 
foods, boosted by Phil’s goat curry and naan bread and Roy’s 
hot chicken, ham and leek pie, were tastefully teamed up with 
Ron’s carefully selected wines and beers: 2 whites, 2 reds and  
2 beers in all. 

With Christmas in mind, this was followed by 3 whiskies and 
3 shots, adding up to a total of 12 different tastings, and 
countless units. A “dry’ run for Christmas it certainly wasn’t. 
Well done to all you doughty tipplers! Your constitutions never 
cease to amaze us.  

Special thanks to the Shop team for putting everything 
together, to Julia Harding for working miracles in the kitchen, 
and the ‘Terrific Teens’ for looking after everyone and ensuring 
the smooth delivery of all the food and drinks.  

David 

Woodgreen Calendar 2019 

 

Tasting Events come but Twice a Year! 

 


