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Christmas Open Evening
Yes, our Christmas Open Evening is on Wednesday 2nd
December, 6 – 8pm. There will be free mulled wine, nibbles
and mince pies and live festive music from Roger Clements &
his Combo and Hale’s Angels. Tom Sheldon, will be there
with his friends to serve up fabulous local sausages, courtesy
of Hale Pig & Poultry.
The shop will have all manner of Christmas goodies available
to purchase on the night at the usual keen prices. The 2016
calendar will be available along with the Locals’ Recipe Book
(while stocks last). Join with Julie, Sue, Nikki and the team,
and your friends and neighbours for a couple of hours of
festive joy and community spirit.
One more bit of good news a year on: the Gower family will
be moving into their rebuilt house before Christmas. Let’s
wish them an especially Happy Christmas.
Ron
PS Extra parking available behind the village hall (please
don’t park at the front or side).

Christmas Orders
We are taking orders for your turkeys, meat and all
other items as follows:
Turkey/Meat Orders by:
Fruit/Veg Orders by:
Bread Orders by:
Milk/Cream Orders by:

Friday 4th December
Wednesday 16th December
Wednesday 16th December
Thursday 17th December

Christmas Opening Times
Saturday 19th Dec
6.30 – 17.00
Sunday 20th
6.30 – 11.00
Monday 21st
6.30 – 19.00
nd
Tuesday 22
6.30 – 19.00
Wednesday 23rd
6.30 – 19.00
th
Thursday 24
6.30 – 13.00
Friday 25th
CLOSED
Saturday 26th
CLOSED
th
Sunday 27
6.30 – 11.00
Monday 28th
6.30 – 11.00
Tuesday 29th
6.30 – 19.00
th
Wednesday 30
6.30 – 19.00
New Year’s Eve
6.30- 16.00
New Year’s Day
CLOSED
There will be no newspapers Xmas Day, Boxing Day and
New Year’s Day.

The Managers’ Bit
Christmas comes but once
a year.., except that it
seems to come around a
lot quicker than that!
What have we got to offer
this year? People like
tradition at Christmas
don't they: turkey, bread sauce, a nice wine and a good
cheeseboard.., and of course the dreaded sprouts! The
chaps will witter on about the wine and cheese later. We
will get down to the nitty gritty and talk Turkeys and don't
worry, Barbara has already got the sprouts in so they can
be put on to boil nice and early!!
We will be getting our turkeys once again from Great Oaks
Farm in Boldre. The feedback every year has been very
good so we won't change what ain't broke.
Phil(Hale Pig n Poultry) will also have some turkeys on a
first come first served basis. Along with the turkeys we can
supply you with a host of other lovely meat from Price
Butchers and Hale Pig n Poultry.
Our famous local trout pate, sliced trout and honey
smoked fillets will all make lovely canapes or starters.
Dressings, sauces, local preserves, savoury nibbles,
delicious local chocolates all would make a great foodie
gift. There's always someone that you never know what to
buy for so see if we can help and if you have a container
then am sure we can help wrap it for you.
Please don't forget our recipe book and calendar which
would also make lovely gifts and have proved very popular.
Linda will be selling potted bulbs, always a good
buy….There will be a great selection of Christmas cards ,
packs and boxes , all at a very good price and offers when
you buy in bulk!
That's it folks. PLEASE support us this Christmas, keep your
shop going through the winter months. Our thanks to all
the shop team, their partners and all the volunteers for
their loyal support to ourselves and to the shop. Finally
thanks to you, our customers, for using the shop and
keeping us going.., and all the laughs along the way!
A Very Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year
to you all.
Julie and Sue

Post Office News
Festive Greetings to all our Post Office customers. We
hope to see you all over the next few weeks in the very
busy run up to Christmas.
This year’s Christmas stamps went on sale at the
beginning of November and they are already selling well.
This year’s designs use bold bright colours and depict
aspects of the Nativity Story.
First of all those oh so important last posting dates are:
International Standard (formerly Airmail) & all
International Tracking and Signature services
th

Fri 4 Dec
th

Africa, Middle East

Mon 7 Dec

Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Japan, Eastern
Europe (ex. Poland, Czech Republic and
Slovakia

Tues 8th Dec

Caribbean, Central & South America

Thurs 10th Dec Greece, Australia, New Zealand
Mon 14th Dec Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland
Tue 15th Dec

Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA

th

Wed 16 Dec Austria, Iceland, Ireland, Portugal, Spain
Thurs 17th Dec France
Fri 18th Dec

Belgium, Denmark, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia,
Switzerland

UK
Sat 19th Dec

2nd Class & RM Signed For 2nd Class

Mon 21st Dec

1st Class and RM Signed For® 1st Class

Tues 22nd Dec Parcelforce Worldwide Express 48
Wed 23rd Dec Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed®
Parcelforce Worldwide Express 24

Crazy Pete’s Xmas Draw
Have you got your tickets for Pete's Xmas Draw?
1st Prize £100 John Lewis Voucher
2nd Prize £50 Hamper
3rd Prize Decorated Xmas Cake + bottle of fizz
plus many other prizes of wine, chocolates etc.
Tickets: £1
Winning tickets to be drawn Saturday 19th December.

So a few top tips to help things run smoothly…
Make sure your items are packaged securely. We sell an
extensive range of packaging materials in the shop
including brown paper, parcel tape, padded envelopes,
bubble wrap, posting bags and posting boxes.
Always write the recipient’s address clearly. If you are
unsure of the postcode for your item, look it up at
www.royalmail.com/postcodes-finder or with us. And
write a sender’s name and address on the item too.
Remember, if a card or letter for the UK is larger than
240mm x 165mm x 5mm, you need to pay the Large
Letter price. And it is recommended to have cards for
international services weighed to ensure the right
postage is applied.
The regulations to identify items that are prohibited
from posting, known as Dangerous Goods, have been
with us for over a year now and you should be familiar
with us asking you about the contents of your parcel.
Many everyday items including perfumes, nail varnish
and aerosols come under these regulations. It is
important to know the contents of any packages you are
posting, particularly if you are posting on behalf of
someone else. We have leaflets in the shop that explain
the detail or visit www.royalmail.com/prohibitedgoods
for more information.
As well as what’s on offer in the shop, the Post Office
also has some gift ideas.
For the ideal last minute Christmas gift or for those
difficult to buy for friends and relatives, check out our
fabulous Post Office Gift Cards. These are not limited to
one High Street store but can be used in a multitude of
different stores and on line. Something for everyone..,
perfect.
Also available, we have iTunes vouchers in £15 and £25
values: another perfect gift idea.
And for a fantastic stocking filler or to pop inside a card,
how about a National Lottery Scratchcard or two?
We know we will be flat out through December and we
will be looking forward to our close date on 24
December at 1pm. As Christmas falls so close to a
weekend, we don’t re open until 9am on 29th
December.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your
custom and conversation over the last year and wish you
all a very Merry Christmas.
Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year from all of
the dedicated Post Office staff, Claudia, Bob, Roger and
myself.
Nikki

Cheesy or what.., award-winning cheeses on your doorstep
Nobody knows when cheese was first made as it predates written history. Man first settled down to an
agricultural lifestyle at least 10,000 years ago and
stumbled on something to do with all that milk before it
went off! Was it our first processed food.., who knows?
Certainly Homer and Pliny enjoyed a cheese sarnie or two
and today over 20 million metric tonnes satisfy the
world’s appetite. In 2013, we Brits ate the equivalent of
11.6 kg each! Sadly, much of this is imported. Surely we
can all do something to address this right here on our
doorstep, by supporting our local shop and suppliers.
Did you know that Britain has over 700 distinct local
cheeses, with France and Italy trailing well behind with
only 400 each? Indeed, Cheddar was first enjoyed around
1500 A.D. while Camembert didn't arrive on the cheesy
scene until 1791!
By now the world must have tens of thousands of
different cheeses, and with the help of the internet you
can probably have most of them delivered to your door.
Easy-peasy! But why would you want to, when you have
award winning cheese in your Community Shop? Easycheesy!
The point is it’s quality, not quantity, all the way when
you explore the delicious range of cheeses and cheesestyles on our shelves. With up to 40 different varieties,
there’s lots of choice. Many have won prestigious awards.
Lyburn Farm of Landford’s “Stoney Cross” cheese has not
only achieved 3 Stars in the Guild of Fine Foods Great
Tasting Awards but it has also been placed in the Top 50
foods in the world. One of a variety of hand-made
cheeses and from the farm’s own cows’ milk, you can
even buy it in a truckle for your Christmas festivities. Why
on earth would you give it away as a present? Just ask the
staff to place an order for you. Please peruse the shelves
for something to suit your taste.
Loosehanger Cheeses of Redlynch has also won an equally

Lyburn’s “Stoney Cross”

The shop’s extensive cheese selection

impressive list of awards, with Gold, Silver and Bronze
medals at the British Cheese awards. “Hampshire Rose”
leads the way with Gold and “Old Sarum” blue has
previously collected the best Blue Cheese award. Also
hand-made from milk from Hampshire cows and goats,
they can be bought, or ordered, by our staff in a variety
of weights.
There are loads more to choose from too, even some
of an international persuasion, if that’s your cup of tea,
so to speak. And speaking of tipples, don’t forget to
mosey over to the wine racks. There’s bound to be a
bottle or three to go with your cheesy selection. A
crisp, cold English white wine, or an apple-juice with a
full-bodied English cheese, all from the Forest, what
could be better? And as for tasty local chutneys, we
have those too.
Shop down the road, cheese from up the road, and the
very best too. I shan’t be waiting for Christmas.
Hurry, while stocks last…award yourself an award
winner!
David Mussell

Loosehanger’s “Hampshire Rose”

It’s a (Christmas) fayre cop guvnor…

2016 Woodgreen Calendar

If your normal port of call is one of the supermarkets, is
it time to think outside the box? Your Community Shop
is perfectly placed to supply you with just about all of
your ingredients: wonderful quality, much of it very
locally sourced, and at prices you cannot argue with.

Each year, the shop produces its own calendar.
Vol. Until
1 Issue 1
last year, Julie asked shoppers for contributions and by
October she might have collected half a dozen assorted
snaps, with at least four showing the same scruffy
horse. There would then be a mad scramble for
additional photos to supplement the collection in time
for printing.

Bob Cratchitt and his family may have eventually sat
down at the last minute to a Victorian turkey when
Scrooge saw the error of his ways, but you should not
leave anything to chance. Elsewhere in this newsletter
you can read about our birds, raised nearby in the New
Forest, collected for you by our intrepid van team
whatever the weather and, most important, delicious to
eat. Make sure you speak to the staff and order yours in
plenty of time. Why rely on a supermarket product,
produced in their millions, when you can have the best,
and just a short walk away?
What if your Christmas lunch doesn’t revolve around a
traditional turkey? Well, we have some fantastic
alternatives. You may seek beef with flavour: varieties
such as Simmental or Dexter; or pork from traditional
breeds of pig such as Gloucester Old Spot. Just enquire
and we will see what we can do for you.
Of course, your turkey or joint will not be complete
without the traditional chipolatas, bacon and sausage
meat stuffing. Again we have some great products with
loads of flavour.
There it is then. Wonderful products, minimum food
miles, great flavours, supporting hard working local
suppliers and your Village Shop. All these and warmth,
friendship, smiles and laughter too. Give yourself an
early present: shop with us.

Julie decided she could do without this aggravation
each Autumn. Last year, she cornered three down-andouts in the public bar of the Horse & Groom and
persuaded them to do something useful with their lives
by taking on the task.
Their effort last year with the 2015 calendar was widely
considered to be almost passable (“approaching
average” Salisbury Journal) and so they’ve been given
another chance this year.
The 2016 calendar “celebrates our beautiful scenery
and some of the many hard-working and talented
people who make living here so special”. There are 40
wonderful photos from our very own Bill Shepley. Each
month’s spread shows one of the great views of the
area: Godshill Inclosure, Ladies Mile, the Common and
the Avon Valley, and also highlights the work of a local
or a shop supplier. Oh.., and it also has all the dates
(yes.., every single one!) and spaces to write things in..,
and (NEW this year!) a wire hanger.
Buy now while stocks last!
Steve

David

The last word…
And don’t forget the wines to accompany your lunch,
whatever it is. Smooth Chardonnays, cool Sauvignon Blancs,
and Pinots or warm and full bodied reds, Cabernets, Shiraz,
Merlots and the like are available, all tested and approved by
yours truly. Christmas is a great time to try one of our local
English wines too. There’s a great value organic Rioja at a
special Christmas price for our customers of just £7.99 or the
Sauternes Gold Reserve 1998, 75cl. Filhot, a steal at £12.99;
very limited availability and an offer that will not be
repeated. Both these offers were specially sourced for us by
Graham at New Forest Wines.
As you can imagine, Julie, Sue, Nikki, the whole team and
volunteers will be even busier than usual from now until
Christmas so it’s a huge thank you and a Happy Christmas to
them from the Management committee. Don’t forget that
you can still be part of this happy breed as a volunteer. Your
shop needs you! Speak with Julie or Sue at any time.
Continue to enjoy shopping with us and have a great
Christmas.
Chairman Ron

Woodgreen 2016 calendar
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